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ICAR Chief Calls for Data-
Driven Innovation at National

'- E "J Iﬁi i
b

PC

RANCHI: A three-day nation-
al workshop on maize
research commenced at
Birsa Agricultural University
(BAU), bringing together
leading scientists and experts
from across the country to
deliberate on advancing
India's maize sector.

" Addressing the 69th
Annual Workshop of the All
India Coordinated Research
Project on Maize, Dr Mangilal
Jat. Secretary, Department of
Agricultural Research and
Education, and Director
General of Indian Council of
Agricultural Research
(ICAR), urged scientists 1o
work collectively towards

transforming India into a

global hub for maize
research, development, and
innovation.

He emphasized the cre-
ation of a robust data ecosys-
‘tem, greater CONvVergence

among research institutions,

__-.—-uﬂ_‘-——ﬂ—

Maire ershop in Ranchi

and stronger public-private
partnerships. "Data must be
systematically generated and
utilized for accurate forecast-
ing, not merely for post-
analysis," he said, while also
stressing the need to develop
nutrient-efficient crop vari-
eties and invest in human
capital through advanced
training. _
" Highlighting progress, Dr
DK Yadav noted that India's
maize productivity has risen
from 2,567 kg per hectare in
2014-15 to 3,590 kg per
hectare in 2024-25, with &
target of 4,100 kg by 2030
31. However, this remains
below the global average of
6,000 kg per hectare. 3
BAU Vice Chancellor Dr
SC Dubey pointed to signifi-
cant growth potentia in
jharkhand and  Bihar,
emphasizing high-protein
varieties, improved pest pro-
tection, and stronger private
sector collaboration.
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(Call to make India global
hub for maize research

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Ranchi

Mangilal |at, Secretary of the
Department of Agricultural
Research and Education,
Government of India, and
Director General of the
Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR),
called upon scientists to
work collectively towards
making India a global
center for maize research,
development, production,
and innovation.

Addressing the 69th
Annual Workshop of the
All India Coordinated
Research Project on Maize
at Birsa Agricultural
University (BAU) on
Thursday, Dr Jat empha-
sized the need to develop a
strong data ecosystem,
ensure convergence among
various research institu-
tions, and promote public-
private partnerships.

He stressed that data
should be systematically
collected and used for accu-
rate forecasting rather than
merely for post-analysis of
efforts and outcomes.

He also highlighted
that nutrients are not
unlimited, so research
should focus on developing
crop varieties having
greater nutrient use effi-
ciency. Emphasising invest-
ment in human capital, he
suggested that scientists
should be trained and
exposed to the best labora-
tories across the country
and the world.

ICAR Deputy Director
General (Crop Science), Dr
DK Yadav, stated that India’s
maize productivity has

increased from 2,567 kg per
hectare in 2014-15 to 3,590
kg per hectare in 2024-25.
The target is to raise it to
4,100 kg per hectare by
2030-31. However, this is
still significantly lower than
the global average of 6,000
kg per hectare. He noted
that Brazil, with similar
agro-climatic conditions,
achieves about 5,500 kg
per hectare. Over the past 11
years, 315 hybrid maize vari-
eties (including sweet corn,
popcorn, baby corn, biofuel-
purpose, and biofortified
varieties) have been devel-
oped in India—113 by the
private sector and 202 by
the public sector.

BAU Vice Chancellor DrSC
Dubey said there is strong
potential to increase maize
productivity and area in
Jharkhand and Bihar.
Currently, maize produc-
tivity in Jharkhand is 2.4
tons per hectare compared
to the national average of
about 3.5 tons. He empha-
sized developing varieties
with more than 15% protein
content, strengthening
quarantine facilities to
protect crops from pests
and diseases, and enhanc-
ing collaboration with the
private sector in seed pro-
duction and extension.

ICAR Assistant Director
General (Food and Fodder
Crops), Dr SK Pradhan,
stated that maize ranks first
among global cereal pro-
duction. According to
recent data, annual global
production stands at 1,299
million tons for maize, com-
pared to 740 million tons
for wheat and 540 million
tons for rice.
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Maize worksh

DB Reporter

Ranchi: A three=day  nanonal
workshop ol madse seienlisis began
at Hirsg Apriculiural Universiny
(BALTY on Thersday, bringing

wgether experts from across ihe

country o discuss rescarch, pro-

ductiviry, and nnevation in makze

cullivaiion

e Mangilal  Jal,  Secretary

Department  of Apricultural
Ldiicat

i fi|lu.1m

Lrovermmait of
Cieneral, ICAR, urged scientists o

work collectively to make lndia o

global hub [or maitze rescarch
development,  production,  and
LV g,

Addr mg  the 69h  Annual
Workshop of the All  India
Coordinated Hesearch sel om

Maize, Tir Jal slvessed the need for

i stromyg doti ecosystem, beétler

arch insti=

coondi 11 it
tutions, and promotion of public-
privale partnerships

He sadl dota should be systemati-
cally collected and wsed for accus
rule lorecosting. mither g ooly
fin |u.-.[...|-|.|l\ sis. He also high-
lighted the need 10 develop crop
higher

et
thil

varieties with

elliciency, nuling malural

DYNAMIC

BHARAT

_roaw-indlan inetiiuie of Maloe nuun"
Lt | Funjeh- L1084

fesources are limited,

[ Jai further emphasised nvesting
in human eapital by training scien-
sty and exposing them o leading
labeoratories i India and abooad
ICAR Deputy Director Gencral
(Crop Selence), Dr DK Yoday, sad
malze productivity i India has
increased from 2,567 ha in
20 4-15 tor 3,590 kg'ha in 2024-23
The larget is 1o pesch 4,000 kgl

by 203031

However, he noted than this s sull
below the gl
kg'ha, Countries like Hrazil, with
sgrr o

1 average of 6,000

agro-chimatic conditions,

schieve ground 5,500 kgha

Over (e past L1 [osii buas
developed 315 hybrid malze vori-
including sweet com, pop-
balwy b fuel-prarpose

and biolorified types-113 by the

Yo,

cligs,

Lo SO,

private sector and 202 by the piub-

]|. sector

BALL Vice Chancellor Dir S
Dubey highlighied the potential o
nmgrease malrc |‘| ll”LI'.\II\ and
cultivation area i Tharkband and
JETTITTS

He sald Jookbomd's cunent pri

ductivity s 2.4 s per hectare,
comparad 1o tha nanonal average
ol atheon
steessed the need 1o develop high-

15%),

1% tons per hectare. |le

protein  varieties (above

srengthen quarantine systems, and

mmprove collaboration with the pri-

viabe sector i sced production and
exlension

ICAR Assistant Drector Gieneral
(1 wid Fodder Crops), Dr SK
Pradivan, sald mabze ranks first in

global cereal production
Cilohal annuial production
1.299 mullion tons,

nils al
vompared 1o

10 April 2026

T4 miillion
il i 1

16 for wheat and 540
He cinph
sised improving productivity in
rainled arcas and develomng ch-

e rice

mate-resilient varieties

Ty HS Jai, Thirector of (he Indian
Iosmguie  of  Mumze Hesvarc
b, mosted that 4000 of India's
cthanol production comes from
make. He also presented the unnu-

al progress report during the wel-

come addressy

More han 250 scientisty from 37

AR
the

agnculmiral umiversities and 1C
institiles are participating in
workshop,

On the oomsion, fwo progressive
farmerssNond Kishore Saho from

Chaghe  bleck  and - Ablishiek
Mishra from Ranchi-were hop-
oured for promoting innevalive

agriculture and mproving farmers'

prisductivily and mcisne

Shared via Dynamic Bharat Digital E-Paper

Platform



‘Make India global hub of research on maize’

Raj Kumar
I'IIJh.uI- hnnrlachu-dmlanllmﬂ £Oim

RANCHI: In a major push to
transform India into a global

| powerhouse for maize research

Il and production, Mangilal Jat,

| secretary (DARE) and DG,

Indian Council of Agricultural

Thursday

L vE nnlionnt

effort to bridge the productivity

gap and foster innovation

lhwugh public-private partner-
ships.

Speaking at the 69th Annual
Workshop of the All India Coor-
dinated Research Project on
Maize at Birsa Agricultural Uni-
versity (BAU), Jat laid out a road
map to transition from tradi-
tional farming to a data-driven
ecosystem,

“Make India a global hub for

| maize research and develop-

ment,” Jat urged the scientific
community.

He emphasised that the
future of food securlty lied in
precision, stating, “Data should
be systematically collected and
used for accurate forecasting
rather than merely for post-

HTPHOTO

analysis of efforts and out-
comes.” While India’s maize
productivity has seen a signifi-
cant jum ig from 2,567 kg
per hects 2014-15 to 3,590
kg in 202 the top expert
noted that the country still
lagged behind global standards.

\‘l

Data should be
systematically
collected and used
for accurate
forecasting
MANGILAL JAT, DG, ICAR

ICAR deputy DG (crop sci-
ence), DK Yadav, revealed an
ambitious target: “The goal is to
u-.l-.h 4,100 kg per hectare by
20 " However, hv[mintt-d
out rlmt India still trailed the
global average of 6,000 kg per

“Brazil, with similar
ro-climatic  conditions,
achieves about 5,500 kg per hec-
tare,” Yadav noted, highlighting
the untapped potential in Indian

Hindustan Times

soll.

The workshop highlighted
malze's evolving role beyond
the dinner table. HS Jat,
director, Indian Institute of
Malize Research, Ludhiana,
noted a er 1 shift in the
energy sector: "Currently, 40%

of the ethanol usud m India is |

derived fr

with naize p
tion at million tons—sur
passing both wheat (740m} and
rice (540m}—-BAU V-C 5C Dubey
Identified Jharkhand and Bihar
as the next frontiers for growth,

He advocated for “strength-
ening quarantine facilities to
protect crops from pests' and
developing high-protein varie-
ties exceeding 15% content.

Local farmers Nand Kishore
Sahu and Abhishek Mishra |
were honoured for ploneering |
innovative farming techniques.




